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has passed into the general funds of the So-|fore convened by the managers on the 4th of 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY ciety, and $893 89 remain to their credit on/| the 12th month, at which a full exposition of our 

; our books; so that nearly the whole amount) affairs was given, and a strong appeal made to 
raised by the auxiliaries is returned to them|the benevolence of those present. This was 
Subscriptions and Payments received by for the purpose of local distribution. As their| eminently successful, and a committee was ap- 

WILLIAM SALTER, members receive back but one half of their} pointed to collect contributions and donations 
; subscriptions in books, it is probable that more |in aid of these objects. 

ee er ae than 1200 copies of the Bible have been dis-| In about one aeaih that committee reported 
tributed through this channel to the needyjthat it had already obtained subscriptions to 
members of our Society. the amount of $14,166 81. A part of this 
Fourth Annual Report of the Bible Associa-| © Of the funds contributed directly to the pa-| sum was in life subscriptions, one half of which 
tion of Friends in America. rent Associaticn, a large portion has likewise} is returnable in books, and a considerable por- 
The managers, in surrendering the trust|been returned to individuals in Bibles - so that} tion is payable in five annual instalments. Of 
which has been committed to them, submit the|2ccording to an estimate made about six|the sum subscribed $9,230 remains unpaid ; 
following abstract of their transactions for the| months ago, the whole amount, which, up to| $9,000 of which the board has-determined to 
past year. that period, had been really given to the Asso-| appropriate to the fund for the pirchase of the 
Within that period 2000 copies of the Refer-| ciation was $6372 15; $5215 15 of which had| property. The remainder of the donations has 
ence Bible, and 2500 copies of the New Tes-| been expended in the. purchase of the stereo-| been or will be employed in paying the debts 

tament,have been printed. 246 School Bibles,| ‘ype plates, leaving only $1157 56 available| heretofore incurred by the managers. 
1549 Reference Bibles, and 1480 Testaments| ©@pital for conducting the business of the insti-} We should do injustice to our own feelings 
have been distributed. — a eer vas a pao ae a omit in this = . — at Phen 

ib - | vested was $8190 724; viz. in Bibles and Tes-| of 72 pages entitled “ An Appeal tothe Societ 

ieee note sora ee sone taments on hand $5448 15, in paper $1100 30;|of Friends on behalf of the Bible Association 
Bibles an Shh: Cexteuenin. Of these 11/204 in debts due from auxiliaries and other|of Friends in America,” which had previously 
Bibles an d 63 Testaments have been distributed | 2U2"*ers $1642 274; so that the business was| been published, contributed greatly to the suc- 
within the yearly meeting of New England conducted under the burden of a debt of more|cess of this measure. It was an impressive 
147 Bibles = d : 4. Pestamente in. Mee York, than seven thousand dollars. j and eloquent address to our friends, and con- 

121 Bibles and 186 Testaments in Phila del. _ There was a constant tendency to increase |tained a large appendix. replete with valuable 

hia. 20 Bibl d 15 Testaments in Balti-|'" this debt, for the managers found it advisa-| information and interesting facts. This pam- 
= e Bible 41 40 Testaments in North | ble to furnish the auxiliaries with Bibles to sell phlet was prepared, and 2,500 copies published 
Carol; . " Bible d tnecamea i: for us, the returns of which were slow and un-|and extensively distributer, at an expense of 
Ohio aa 115 Bibles and 164 Testaments in certain. In several cases auxiliaries, the situa-| nearly $300 by individuals of the board of 
In ie ud eaten, te obtiiin te Gel of which réndered them unable to supply | managers. ee 

; y 2 ae 200 Reference the wants of Friends in their vicinity, have been| From the treasurer’s report which is here- 
Bibi Neer naae mn 5 toe dateiation: te.Sbae furnished with Bibles in advance of their ex-/ with submitted, it appears that in addition to the 
aon ae aan - een and 100 copies pected contributions. — ie sum of $1742 994 already mentioned as having 
of the School Bible, 100 copies of the Refer. The cost of purchasing and building on the} been paid by auxiliaries, he has received 

Bibl d 124 Testaments to Indiana :|PToPerty now occupied as a depositary was}$4944 31 in donations, $780 in life, and 
oeid f ao Of f id ld bende 9 >| $22 900; and the friend at whose expense | $232 75 in annual subscriptions ; and that Bi- 
paid for out of funds placed in our Sands for! i La, done, having agreed to rent it to the|bles and Testaments to the amount of $1189 
the purpose. Association at 5$ per cent on his investment,|254 have been sold. The balance in his hands 
; = | with the liberty of purchasing it at cost, at the|on the 4th inst. was $1403 50, and there re- 
Bibles, and 394 ‘Testaments, have been sold to expiration of seven years, it became an object} mained due, of borrowed money, the sum of 
contributors and others. The stock at present) of great importance to obtain the means of| $2,000, which the managers have now the 
on hand is 116 School Bibles, 4449 Reference) securing so valuable an estate. For although | means of liquidating. 
Bibles (more than one half of = are io {it rents fora larger sum than the interest on] We have already referred to the fund for the 
sheets) and 1828 Testaments. The whole} its cost, so as to enable the managers to com-| purchase of the property in Fourth street. 
number of oe printed by the managers 18! mence a fund towards its future redemption,| From the report of the committee in whose 
ee 8250 Reference Bibles,| yet this surplus rent was insufficient of itself| hands this has been placed, it appears that on 


Tr ; . for this purpose. When it shall have become) the Ist of the 3d month last, they had invested 
The contributions which have been received) the property of the Association, we shall, in all/the sum of $1282 71, and had a balance of 


from auxiliaries during the year amount to} probability, be able to derive from it an in-}¢576 25. ‘The amount which has already 
$1742 99}, of which $595 114 have been re-| come of between two and three thousand dol-| accrued is derived from a charge of 20 cents per 
ceived from associations within the limits of| lars, the ultimate appropriation of which will copy on the Bibles disposed of, which is ap- 
Philadelphia yearly meeting, $420 61 from| be the gratuitous distribution of the Scriptures. propriated to this object, and has yielded $914 
Indiana, $272 44 from New York, $271 32) All these circumstances pointed out the ne-| 60, from donations made previously to the late 
from Ohio, $135 from North Carolina, and) cessity of making a vigorous effort to extricate| gencral subscription amounting to $200, and 
$48 51 from New England. the Association from its threatened embarrass- | from the excess of the rents above the interest. 

Since the formation of the Association| ment, and to enable it to purchase the estate in| There seems no room to doubt that if the 
$6030 86} have been received from associa-| Fourth street. A large meeting of the mem-|sinking fund is carefully husbanded, it will 
tions ; of which amount not more than $272| bers and friends of the Association was there-| enable us to redeem the pledge we have given 
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THE FRIEND. 


———————————————————— 


to purchase the property at the end of seven 
years from the time of its falling into our 
hands. 


During the present year we have received | 


information of the formation of but one auxi- 
liary association, viz. at Ferrisburg, Vermont, 





tributing the Scriptures, it secures the energy | under a sense of the duty which we all owe 
and unity of its action by a central board of |to our common Society, the religious welfare 
managers, and as it receives its principal sup-! of which is more or less affected by that of 
ply of means from its numerous auxiliary as-|every individual member. Let them endea- 
sociations, it returns in exchange the sacred| vour to seek out, first, the families, and next 
volume, which is distributed by them in their} the individuals of each family who do not 


within the limits of New York yearly meeting. | respective spheres of action. Yet the success] possess a copy of the Bible with references. 


The number of these associations, at the pre- 
sent, is twenty-nine, from all but three of 
which communicationsand contributions have 
been received during the year. We regret 
to state that the amount ef contributions has 
somewhat lessened, and that there appears to 
be too much inactivity among some of the 
members. The few replies which have been 
made to the queries put forth by the mana- 
gers, lead us to suppose that there is still 
- great room and occasion to exert ourselves in 
spreading the Scriptures. 

By an auxiliary situated in a populous and 


of the whole operation depends mainly upon) Let them watch the youth as they attain to 
the auxiliaries ; for if they become cold and| years of understanding, those who bring-cer- 
slothful, the activity and warmth of the cen-|tificates from other parts as apprentices, and 
tral action cannot long be maintained as the|those who remove from the neighbourhood ; 
heart must cease to beat, if the limbs will no| and bestow upon every one of these a good 
longer assist in the circulation of the blood.| Bible. ‘There are few auxiliary associations 

Should any of our auxiliary associations,| within the limits or vicinity of which, the 
therefore, think that there is but little to do,| faithful and thorough performance of this 
that their members appear to be generally|duty would not occupy years of close atten- 
supplied, that but few interest themselves in|tion. Let not the book be given in any case 
the cause, that their meetings are becoming; with coldness or indifference; but let our 
dull and uninteresting, we entreat them to| members endeavour tocultivate feelings which 
dwell under a sense of the benefits of which| would enable them to accompany the gift 





wealthy district of country, the report of|this inestimable volume has been the means| with kind advice, and with earnest solicita- 
which relates only to portions of two monthly |to mankind. We entreat them to reflect that| tions to value the Bible as the best of books. 


meetings, we are told that one family and 
sixteen individuals without families, are entire- 
ly destitute of the holy Scriptures, and that two 
families do not possess a copy of the Old 
Testament. It is stated by another that out 
of one hundred and thirty-five scholars, who 
attend school within its limits, fifty have nei- 
ther the Old nor New Testament, and fifty 
others are destitute of the Old. These facts 
are sufficient to excite our feelings, and to 
make us regret that there does not exist 
throughout the Society, and wherever Friends 
are to be found, a lively zeal for the univer- 
sal diffusion of the Scriptures among our 
members. 

In reviewing the events of the past year, 
we are much encouraged by the very cordial 
manner in which our call for assistance was 
received, and we feel as if that timely liberali- 
ty had given security and permanency to the 
Association. Yet we must not think that the 
work is already accomplished. It is to be 
borne in mind that the object at which we 
aim is to put every member of our Society 
who can read in possession of a Bible ; and 
that this is unavoidably an expensive under- 
taking. Every copy of the Scriptures costs 
us upwards of two dollars; and if all the 
adult members of our Society were supplied, 
there would still remain a demand considera- 
bly greater than our funds can supply, on be- 
half of the youth who are growing up, each 
one of whom ought to receive his Bible. 


although men may be irreligious and wicked 
who possess the Scriptures, yet that vital re- 
ligion has never long existed among any pco- 
ple, or in any individual, who, having access, 
has been indifferent to them. 

For whoever rightly values the Scriptures, 
and derives from their daily and devout per- 
usal the consolation and instruction which 
they minister through the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, must value them above all other 
external helps. He cannot but feel that to 
be deprived of their aid to his devotion, would 
be one of the severest of privations, that to 
be careless of them is an unerring mark of an 
irreligious mind ; and while he thus thinks, 
how can he be insensible to the relations in 
which those around him stand upon this mo- 
mentous subject? ‘The members of his own 
household, of his family, of his religious com- 
munity—are they living lives of Christian 
humility and consistency—members of the 
household of faith, and partakers of the com- 
munion of the gospel? The Bible is then 
their consolation, their study, their chief 
companion. Does he discover that they ne- 
glect it, that they do not, and seek not to, pos- 
sess it? The dreary vacuity which the obli- 
teration of all its precepts and consolations 
from his own mind would léave, comes over 
him like a terror, and the strongest sym- 
pathies of our nature are awakened. 

When such are the springs of our action, 
mere sentiment is exalted into principle, and 


Our Association can only be usefully and! benevolence into duty ; the energies that are 
worthily sustained by the constant and liberal! aroused become a part of our very existence, 
contributions of its friends ; by our separating|as it were, and can neither slumber nor tire. 
from its ordinary employment in ministering) When minds that are thus touched associate 
to useless luxury, in order to dedicate it to| under these impressions, for the single pur- 
the service of religion,.a liberal portion of| pose of spreading the Scriptures, of making 
those goods of which a:bountiful Creator has| 


It will be found advisable in the fulfilment 
of these duties to dispose of the Bible at va- 
rious prices according to circumstances. It 
is expedient, we think, in almost ali cases to 
affix a low price to the Scriptures, and to dis- 
pose in this manner of as many copies as pos- 
sible. We would not have the auxiliaries to 
scrutinise too closely whether the individual 
can afford to pay the full price ; for as the ob- 
ject in view is the diffusion of the Scriptures 
throughout the entire mass, to every indivi- 
dual of the Society of Friends, that thereby 
an increased interest may be felt in their 
diligent perusal, we believe that the zeal with 
which this purpose is prosecuted, will in- 
crease in proportion to the number of those 
who possess and attentively examine them. 

It is desirable also, that the meetings of 
the associations should be open to the attend- 
ance of those who feel interested in the cause, 
and that occasion should be taken in the re- 
ports of the corresponding members to im- 
press the sentiment, that the only standard by 
which the deficiency in the supply of the 
Scriptures is to be measured, is the posses- 
sion of a copy, by every individual of every 
family. 

The peculiar circumstances of the Society 
of Friends in this land, must give a peculiar 
character to the efforts of the Bible Association. 
It originated in the knowledge that great defi- 
ciencies existed in the supply of the Scrip- 
tures; that these deficiencies extended more or 
less throughout the Society ; and were greatest 
in those parts in which the means of supply 
were the least. ‘The first duty of an auxiliary, 
therefore, to search its own district for per- 
sons who need the Scriptures, and fully to 
supply them therewith, being thoroughly per- 


made us the stewards. ~ 

The managers are anxious to impress on 
the minds of the auxiliary members the im- 
portance of the part which they act in the 
operations of the institution. 

The structure of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, which has been the model in 
these respects of all others, is singularly well 
adapted for the accomplishment of its object. 
For being devoted to the sole purpose of dis- 


them penetrate to every individual of the | formed, we trust that the spirit of Christian 


community, how earnest, how patient, how| benevolence will not be suffered to remain 


assiduous are their exertions! It is enough 
to excite their sympathy that a single indi- 
vidual is destitute. They are not content 
with merely giving the book, but they im- 
plore a blessing on the gift. 

We are solicitous for the extension of these 
views among our auxiliary members. We 


inactive. The situation of remote districts 
will naturally claim the attention of those more 
favourably eircumstanced ; and it is scarcely 
possible that in a neighbourhood of which 
every individual possesses the Bible, this con- 
sideration should not awaken a strong desire 
to extend to others the blessings in which 


are desirous that their meetings, and those of] they participate. 
their corresponding members, may be held} A much more extensive and equally inte~ 
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en 
resting field of labour will thus be opened, in| accuracy of our knowledge of the record, and lof the mendicant orders. These fraternities 
which several of our auxiliaries may be pro-| the character of our walk in life. had been called into existence more than a 
fitably employed. We think we have witnessed these effects |century before. It had been perceived by the 

This co-operation with the central board of| within the sphere of our own observation,}court of Rome that both the monkish and 
managers, in order to be effective and useful,| that there is, inconsequence, especially among| secular clergy had, in a great measure, lost 
must be harmonious and uniform in its action./ many of our younger friends, an increasing|the confidence of the people, and that a new 
It is evident, if auxiliary associations were to| desire to examine the Scriptures, to walk|institution would be needful for the preserva- 
be left free to operate how and where they/consistently with our religious profession, to|tion of her own influence and dominion. We 
pleased, that two or more of them might|be dedicated to works of Christian charity |shall have occasion to advert hereafter, some- 
choose the same field of labour, and thus in-| and brotherly love. We entertain no doubt| what more particularly, to the rise, the pro- 
terfere with each other, and greatly diminish) that these desires will be found to prevail|gress, and the degeneracy of the mendicants. 
the value of their own efforts. The simple} wherever the work is undertaken with earn-| At present, it may be sufficient to observe, 
principles upon which the Association is|estness and zeal. that the indignation of Richard Fitzralph was 
framed direct us to another course—more cir-| So far from giving an undue value to the|deeply moved by the calamitous effects of 
cuitous perhaps, but more efficient. Let the| Scriptures, we believe that while the doc-|their influence on the University of Oxford. 
auxiliary associations designate to the parent] trines of the religious Society of Friends are| Not content with a pertinacious intrusion into 
board the manner in which they wish their] maintained among us in their purity, this zeal | academic offices, their restless and usurping 
contributions to be appropriated. ‘Their wishes) for the distribution of the Bible will be found 























will be complied with, and it will be express- 


stated by the managers, in furnishing the|the Bible comes to be more thoroughly and 


] 

Bibles to the local associations, by whose 
direction, with what funds, and for what pur- 
pose, the appropriation is made. The local 
association will be required to report in de- 
tail the circumstances of the distribution, and 
this information will be transmitted to the 
auxiliary by which the assistance was fur- 
nished. In this mode of operation, the auxi- 
liary will enjoy all the benefit which a mi- 
nute report of its operations is expected to 


yield, in exciting the zeal and sympathies of} perusal, will be all sufficient to guide us in 


its members, and in keeping alive a disposi- 
tion to contribute freely towards this work o 
benevolence. 

A more frequent intercourse of this kind, 
between the central board of managers and 
the local associations, is on every account de- 
sirable. The more actively and earnestly we 
engage in any undertaking, and the more vi- 
gorously we pursue it—the greater space it 
will occupy in our thoughts, and the easier 
will it be for us to sustain a long continued 
course of action. If the Bible Association 
accomplishes the great object for which it was 
established, it will require the aid of its 
friends, and the co-operation of auxiliaries for 
years tocome. If, as we firmly believe, it 
originated in motives of pure Christian cha- 
rity, we cannot doubt that these will sustain it 
until that end is accomplished; and that in 
the wider field of benevolence which will 


then open before it, there will be no lack of|to her, so long as it was confined in the im- 


means or of agents to carry on the work beyond 
the precincts of our own religious community. 

We have thus far been considering the Bi- 
ble Association as a benevolent institution for 
the purpose of aiding others. There is an- 
other point of view from which it may not be 
unprofitable to regard it, as a means of our 
own improvement. It is a work of charity 
that is calculated to bless alike the giver and 
the receiver. For what a reproach would it 
be to him who is engaged in spreading the 
Scriptures to be himself ignorant of their con- 
tents, or regardless of their doctrines! ‘To 
engage in this work is, in some sort, to con- 
fess before our brethren, that we own the 
power of that gospel, the book of which we 
so much desire to circulate. The natural 
tendency of thus standing committed to the 









spirit invaded the peace of private families. 
‘They spared no pains to seduce into their own 
ranks the most promising students ; and such 
was their success, that parents, at last, became 
















































to advance the cause of spiritual religion. As 


generally examined by our members, the 
harmony and consistency of our testimonies |fearful of sending their sons to the univer- 
with its doctrines will be more and more ap-|sities, lest they should, eventually, be consign- 
parent and acknowledged, and the number of|ed to a life of wandering beggary. The con- 
those who feel bound to walk consistently |sequence of this alarm was, that within the 
therewith, will, we doubt not, be increased. | recollection of Fitzralph himself, the number 
For although this is not a necessary conse-|of students had been reduced from 30,000 to 
quence of an accurate acquaintance with the|6,000. He was, accordingly, prepared for 
contents of the Bible, yet the divine illumina-|any opportunity of helping to suppress the 
tion which is often vouchsafed to its devout| enormous evil ; and being accidentally in Lon- 
don at a time when the encroachments of these 
orders had roused the opposition of the clergy 
of that city, he engaged in the conflict against 
them with so much cordiality and vigour, that 
he was summoned by them to answer their 
appeal at Avignon. On this occasion his for- 
titude did not desert him. ‘To the very face 
of Innocent VI. and his assembled cardinals, 
he maintained boldly, and at great length, his 
conclusions against the friars: and, among 
other things, he charged them with hearing 
the confessions of professed nuns, without the 
license of their superiors, and of married wo- 
men without the knowledge of their husbands. 
From this period, the remainder of his life ap- 
pears to have been a constant scene of hard- 
ship and danger ; and, if we are to give im- 
plicit credit to old Fox, Providence was inces- 
santly, and often miraculously, at work for his 
deliverance. His persecutors repeatedly met 
him in the open streets, in broad day-light, 
and yet they had no eyes to see him, or no 
hands to apprehend him. He fell frequently 
among thieves, but the money he lost was 
always restored to him again, by portions, in 
time of his necessity and famine. The sea- 
ports were often filled with officers who were 
instructed to lie in wait for him ; and yet their 
activity and watchfulness were in vain. But 
by far the most itnportant of his deliverances 
was that by which he had been extricated 
from “the profound vanities of Aristotle’s 
stepped out of their cloistered retirement, to|subtlity, and brought to the study of the 
“the dust and heat” of an open conflict|Scriptures of God.” The above account is 
against the adversary of man’s improvement ;|given us by the martyrologist, as derived from 
and of this stamp, undoubtedly, was Richard|a certain manuscript prayer or confession of 
Fitzralph. This eminent confessor was bred|Fitzralph, in which the whole history of his 
at Oxford, and was promoted by Edward III.|life is described. ‘Th: true version of it evi- 
to the archbishopric of Armagh. His resi-|dently is, that his Jatter days were grievously 
dence in the university had given him abun-|imbittered by persecution, but that if his ene- 


the way of our duty, and to pour a light 
around the path of the humble and sincere 
enquirer after truth. 

Signed on behalf and by direction of the 
board of managers. 


Asranam L. Pennock, Sec'ry. 
Philad. 4th mo. 11th, 1833. 


The Precursors of the Reformation. 
(Concluded from page 218.) 
Bradwardine, like many other pious and 
admirable catholics, is an illustrious instance, 
to show that genuine scriptural religion might 
grow up, unmolested, in the bosom of the 
Romish church, even in the season of its 
deepest corruption. Devout and thoughtful 
scholars, like him, were not the men whom 
the papal church either feared or hated. The 
genius of ardent enquiry gave no uneasiness 


prisonment of ponderous tomes. But if ever 
the mystic vessel that contained it was un- 
sealed, so that the captive spirit could go 
forth, and freely embody itself before the eyes 
of the whole world, alarm and displeasure 
were instantly spread throughout her ranks ; 
and the most direful spells were instantly 
employed to conjure back the restless power 
to its confinement. The terrors or the glories 
of martyrdom were reserved for men who 


cause, is, to make us examine the grounds of] dant opportunities of observing the mischief|mies sought his life, their malice was defeated. 
our own belief in the truth, the extent and/| and confusion occasioned by the predominance | After passing seven or eight years in painful 
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and dangerous exile, he expired at Avignon ;|reply became the man, though aged and aj|fessor, that these remarks are levelled, but 
and was honoured, in his death, by the ac-|cripple, ‘Oh yes, I can, and give away a tenth|simply against that incongruity of garb and 
knowledgment of a certain cardinal, that, on|too.’ This humble and humble-minded man | accommodation, which too often is to be per- 
that day, a mighty pillar of Christ’s church|the writer remembers to have seen, with a be-jceived. There may exist many substantial 
was fallen. nignant smile on his countenance, which spoke | reasons for the possession ; but its appearance 
This is the substance of what is known res-|that all was peace within. should reasonably accord with the externals of 
pecting archbishop Fitzralph. Ofthe general} “ Yet may it not be assumed that the zeal of|the owner, and with his profession; it should 
complexion of his religious feelings and opi-|this man in fulfilling what he esteemed to be|seem rather for use than for show. 
nions we may safely judge from the opening|his religious duty, erred, though on the side| “ In the full persuasion that the moderation 
words of the prayer or confession above alluded | favourable to virtue, in not receiving so much |spoken of by the apostle, when he said to the 
to, and which have been preserved to us by}as was his just due from his rich employer ?| Philippians, ‘ Let your moderation appear unto 
Fox, in the original Latin. “To Thee be|A pocket so barely furnished as was his, was|al] men,’ could not have extended on the one 
praise, glory, and thanksgiving, O Jesus!|indeed too meagre for so enlarged a mind ;|hand to vast accumulation, nor on the other to 
most holy, most powerful, most precious ;|and if he had received the reasonable reward |the deprivation of comforts and conveniences, 
thou who hast said, [ am the way, the truth,|of his labour, his bounty to those still poorer|such as may justly belong to the Christian 
and the life. A way without error, truth with-|than himself, might have been stretched be- 

























out a cloud, and life without end. For thou 
thyself hast shown me the way—thou thyself 
hast taught me the truth—and thou thyself 
hast promised me the life. ‘Thou wast my 
way in exile—my truth in counsel—and thou 
wilt be my life in reward.” Years of anxiety 
and banishment, as we have seen, were the 


yond his limit of a tenth. 
to be regretted the conduct of another excellent 
man, whose name, since he published it him- 
self as an author, may be quoted without of- 
fence. 
shire, retired from the cares of business with 


without offence to the command, * Lay not up 
for yourselves treasures,’ let us advert to two 
of the various states in which Christian for- 
bearance may be said to be put to the test. 

‘* Let us, in the first place, suppose, and the 
supposition is not without precedent, that a 
Quaker becomes possessed by patrimony, or 
by descent of some kind, of a fortune more 







Equally, perhaps, is 


John Fry, of Sutton Benger, in Wilt- 


what he esteemed to be a competence—namely, 








earthly recompense of this holy prelate: but 
we may reasonably presume that to the last, 
he persevered inflexibly in the way, with un- 
shaken constancy defended the truth, and with 
pious hope looked onward to the life ! 











f For “ The Friend.” 

Appeal on the subject of the accumulation of 

wealth, addressed tothe Society of Friends, 
Ge. 


(Concluded from page 222.) 


“There have indeed been those in the So- 
ciety, who have furnished notable examples of 
moderating their own desires, and in very dif- 
ferent ways. One remarkable instance of a 
truly great and rich Quaker must still be fresh 
in the memory of his survivors, who so mode- 
rated his living below his means, as to expend 
about one tenth of his splendid income, and 
dispose of nine tenths of it in well-selected 
offices of kindness to his fellow-creatures, both 
public and private. Peace to the memory of 
such a man! for he deserved while living the 
appleuse of the good, and multitudes partook 
of his bounty, who never heard of the donor. 
But it may still be asked, whether, if this very 
man had been in his earlier days as much of a 
heartfelt Christian as he became in his riper 
years, he could have accumulated possessions 
so great as were his? but if his largesses were 
intended as an atonement, may we not say that 
it was complete ? 

“Such a character presents an exalted view 
of vital Christianity : but let us turn to ano- 
ther instance of the same tenor—that is to say, 
illustrating also the force of religion upon the 
mind of the devoted ; but in bow diverse a pro- 
portion! ‘I'here once lived, not far from Lon- 
don, a member of the Society of Quakers, in 
the humble occupation of a mole-catcher ; and 
he was lowly as was his occupation. This 


man, possessing extraordinary skill, was em- 
ployed to clear the grounds of a rich man; 
and after succeeding completely, his demands | 
were so exceedingly moderate—so very small, 
as to surprise his employer into the ejacula- 
tion, ‘Why, you cannot live upon so little ; 
consider how long you have been here!’ The 


the very moderate sum of about one hundred 
and twenty pounds a year. 
so slender, and which would afford for a family 
consisting of himself, his wife, and a servant, 
a daily repast scarcely more luxurious than 


how cramped, when he saw the necessitous, 


nevolent feeling ; but his motto seems to have 


With an income 


that of the Roman meal, ‘a radish and an egg,’ 
must have been the mind of a man of his be- 


been, ‘Give me neither poverty nor riches ;’*— 
and the extreme moderation of his desires will 
best be told by the following effort of his muse, 
while he was yet in trade, and before his in- 
come had reached his own point of competence : 


“ As wishing will neither procure nor prevent, 
I hope to continue my state of content ; 
And yield to my lot with a proper submiasion, 
And think myself bless’d in my present condition. 
T’ll not seek for riches, because of their snares, 
Nor yet for more business, because of its cares; 
But thankfully use what the bounty of Heaven 
Has furnish’d as needful, nor sparingly given. 
A mind free from guilt, and possessing true peace, 
Oh, these are the riches I wish to increase! 
For a state betwixt ease and a constant employ, 
Is the state I woutd choose, and the state I enjoy.” 


“« Hence, if these two illustrious examples of 
moderation may be deemed too severe, that of 
the philosopher who broke his pitcher when he 
saw a buy drink from the hollow of his hand, 
cannot be recommended to the Christian ; but 
when, in opposition to such extreme privation, 
we see the owner of great possessions in a 
broad beaver and ample garments, studiously 
divested of ornament—the external badges of 
high professorship—and his spouse beside him 
in a diminutive bonnet of peculiar plainness, 
seated in a carriage of the most modern taste, 
and wanting little more than the splendour of 
einblazoned arms on the harness and the pan- 
nel, to render it as conspicuously elegant as 
the most fashionable equipage in the park— 
surely the world will decide that such can 
scarcely be what they profess—self-denying 
Christians; for the world is not easily deceived; 
it perceives that the possessors are worldlings 
at heart, and smiles at their self-delusion. 

‘It is not however against the use of car- 
riages, as altogether unbecoming the high pro- 




























than amply sufficient for his own reasonable 
wants: if in this case he involve himself in 
‘ the cares of this world,’ by entering into bu- 
siness or speculation, to increase that which is 
already more than ample for supplying the 


moderate desires of the true Christian; and if 


he so far outstep moderation, as to indulge 


himself in a large establishment, as regards his 
house, his carriages, and his number of ser- 
vants, is not such a man chargeable with the 
offence of ‘ covetousness ?’? Such an one, it is 
true, may be hospitable and indulgent to the 
poor, but he covets more than Christian mode- 
ration, even though his mansion should be less, 
and his carriages and servants less splendid 
and numerous, than those of ‘ Sir Thomas or 
My Lord.’ 

‘* Let us again suppose a Quaker, born in 
humble life, and educated in humble views, to 
be so circumstanced, that by the great exten- 
sion of his commercial concerns, or by vast 
speculations, he has the power of enriching 
himself and his children; is he justified in so 
doing as a Christian? And even if he could 
boast, with the young man formerly, that he 
had kept inviolable all the moral obligations 
from his youth up, yet would he not break one 
of the positive injunctions of the Founder of 
his religion, and would he not prepare for his 
children the wings spoken of by the historian, 
Clarkson, who says that ‘it is undoubtedly 
true, though there are many amiable excep- 
tions, that the worst examples in it (the Society 
of Quakers) are generally among the children 
of the rich! These presently take wings and 

y away ; so that falling into the corruptive and 
destructive fashions of the times, their parents 
have only been heaping up riches, not knowing 
who were to gather them.’ 

Now it is doing no injustice to the Society 
to assert, that there are to be found within it 
many examples of both these cases. What 
then shall we say? But let-us carry the sup- 
position a little further, and imagine men thus 
offending in their own persons the Christian 
injunctions against great accumulation, and 
preparing for their children the means by which 
they, or their immediate descendants, are to 
quit the standard, perhaps for ever (for Clark- 





son says, that the Quakers- themselves ac-| great, and the example of the rich spreads with 
the ease and rapidity of contagion. 


knowledge, ‘that if men grow rich in the So- 
ciety, their grand-children generally leave it’): 
let us imagine that these very men (can they 
be termed heartfelt Quakers?) are themselves 
‘ elders or overseers’ in its church, or officiate 
as ministers at its altar; what then shall we 
say? Why, that while with one hand they pre- 
tend to steady and support the ark, they are, 
with the other, to use the words of Clarkson, 
sowing ‘ the seeds of a regular and successive 
decrease’ of that Society for which they pre- 
tend so much affection and regard; and is not 
this the least that can be said ? 


“ But the example set by such men is even 
more pernicious to their own Society, generally, 
than to-themselves and their offspring. 


‘** Who is so self-confident as to suppose that 
he may not imitate the minister, the elder, and 
the high professor, of his own church? and 
thus, without seizing on the better part asa 
model for their conduct, the younger, or the 
weaker parts of the flock, seek to emulate them 
only in their wealth and their enjoyment, and 
thus drink in poison, fatal to ‘ self-denial,’ from 
the very source whence they are taught to 
look for consolation and support. 


*« Again: this class of the high professors in 
the Quaker church (that is, of those who, while 
they preach self-denial, and do actually prac- 
tise it in their dress and demeanour, possess 
most worldly luxuries, and the means of ob- 
taining them all), are stumbling-blocks in the 
way of such of their members as, either from 


education or thoughtlessness, exhibit less of 


the externals of humility, but yet who do not 
gratify self more, in their houses, and furni- 
ture, and servants, and equipages. For these, 
perceiving the self-denial of the high professor, 
who is rich, to be partial and incomplete, and 
therefore only a ‘ mixed obedience,’ do not 
scruple to think themselves justified in ad- 
vancing one step further in the course of in- 
dulgence, and of allowing themselves the ad- 
ditional gratification of more nearly approxi- 
mating the fashions of the day in their external 
appearance. And is not this advance upon 
the manners and maxims of the world, this 
progress to an amalgamation with it—which, 
though slight in the parent, is often complete 
in the child—+to be attributed, in great mea- 
sure, to the influence and example of its af- 
fluent members? The children of the rich pro- 
fessor are rarely so obviously correct in their 
dress as their parents; who, allowing a trifle 
of that elegance which belongs to affluence and 
station, it is soon perceived and admired by 
the child, whose little feelings of ambition to 
vie with others finer than itself, are easily 
aroused : again, something is allowed to youth 
by the parent, so that, taking the reins into his 



























closely allied to the earth, as to be six days in 
the week pursuing with avidity the accumula- 


devising new—shall, on the seventh, when he 
up himself a living sacrifice,’ so completely 


master the imaginings of the rest of the week, 
as to forget them on the ‘ first-day’ in the meet- 


the nature of that spiritual worship, which is 
So conspicuous a feature in the system adopted 


of the earth and earthly things, in order to be- 


parents, and was born at Haddam, in Con- 








THE FRIEND. 


** And is it credible, that the mind of the 
man,—whether priest or layman—which is so 


tion of wealth—eagerly pursuing old plans and 


pretends (to use the language of scripture, and 
to apply it as the preacher applies it) to ‘ offer 


ing? And if he do not—if he bring the ‘ mo- 
ney-changers into the temple’—if, forgetful of 


by Friends, and of that essential shutting out 


come recipient of heavenly—if he there con- 
tinue to ponder, and plan, and contrive—is not 
this the worship of Mammon ?” 


For “ The Friend.” 
Piety exemplified in the lives of eminent Chris- 
tians.—No. 6. 
David Brainerd was a descendant of pious 


necticut, April 20th, 1718. 

Having believed it right for him to go ona 
mission among the Indians, he appears to 
have been prepared for the arduous embassy 
by deep and humbling baptism, which, in his 
diary, he thus describes :-— 

“ My spiritual conflicts were unspeakably 
dreadful,—heavier than the mountains and 
overwhelming floods!” “I was deprived of 
all sense of God, even of his being; and that 
was my misery.” 

In a letter, written afterwards, to one of 
his particular friends, from the forks of Dela- 
ware, he says— 

‘*T am in a very poor state of health; but 
through divine goodness I am not discon- 
tented ; I bless God for this sentiment! | 
never was more thankful for any thing, than 
I have been of late for the necessity | am un- 
der of self-denial. I love to be a pilgrim and 
stranger in this wilderness: it seems most 
fit for such a poor, ignorant, worthless crea- 
tureasIlam. I would not change my pre- 
sent mission for any other business in the 
whole world. I may tell you freely, that God 
has of late given me great freedom and fer- 
vency in prayer, when I have been so weak 
and feeble, that my nature seemed as if it 
would speedily dissolve. I feel as if my all 
was lost, and I was undone, if the poor hea- 
then be not converted. I feel different from 
what [ did, when I saw you last—more cru- 
cified to all the enjoyments of life. It would 


own bands, ere the dawn of manhood, he|be very refreshing to me to see you here in 
mingles with the world as one of its own.| this desert ; especially in my most disconso- 
Thus, assuming that there does in reality be-| late hours; but I could be content never to 


long to ‘ plainness of dress’ that importance 
which the Quakers affix to it, are not the rich 
among them in some degree the cause of the 
spoliation of their own testimonies? for the 


see You, or any of my friends again, in this 
world, if God would bless my labours to the 
conversion of the poor Indians.”’ 

From a man whose bowels yearned with 













‘ peculiarities of conversation and carriage’| such tender compassion to wretched perishing 
will soon follow, when that of ‘appearance’ is| souls, and whose whole heart glowed with 
lost. The influence of riches is enormously|such zeal to snatch them as brands from the 
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burning, might be expected a peculiar pathos 
and energy, in delivering the message which 
he had to communicate. And the effects 
which followed his preaching to the poor 
Indians, may certainly be numbered among 
the most remarkable fruits of missionary la- 
bour that have been witnessed in modern 
times. His own touching narrative must be 
perused by those who would judge accurately 
of their value and importance. 

“I preached,” says Brainerd, on one oc- 
casion, “to about fifty-five persons, from 
1 John iv. 10—‘ Herein is love,’ &c. They 
seemed eager in hearing ; but there appeared 
nothing very remarkable till near the close of 
my discourse, and then divine truths were at- 
tended with a surprising influence. There 
were scarce three in forty who could refrain 
from tears and bitter cries. They all as one 
seemed in an agony of soul to obtain an in- 
terest in Christ ; and the more I discoursed 
of the love and compassion of God, in send- 
ing his Son to suffer for the sins of men, and 
the more I invited them to come and partake 
of his love, the more their distress was ag- 
gravated. It was surprising to see how their 
hearts were pierced by the tender invitations 
of the gospel, when there was not a word of 
terror spoken to them.* I asked two per- 
sons who had obtained comfort, what they 
wanted God farther to do for them; they re- 
plied, that ‘they wanted Christ to wipe their 
hearts quite clean.’ ” 

At another time, when he was preaching 
to about seventy persons, many of whom had 
been drunkards, conjurers, and murderers ; 
he assures us, such strong and pungent con- 
victions, and tender emotions, filled the whole 
audience, that scarcely an individual appeared 
unmoved : and ‘ Guttummaukalummeh, Gut- 
tummaukalummeh,’ viz. *‘ Have mercy upon 
me, have mercy upon me ;’ was the general 
cry. It was very affecting to see the poor 
Indians, who the other day were yelling in 
their idolatrous feasts, now crying to God 
with so much importunity for an interest in 
his dear Son! A considerable number of 
these poor creatures were baptised, joined in 
Christian fellowship, and continued to adorn 
the doctrine of God their Saviour.” 

At the close of his journal, Brainerd 
makes some observations, which are so sen- 
sible and appropriate, that I shall without 
apology lay them before the reader. 

“ Before I conclude, I shall make a few 
general remarks upon what to me appears 
worthy of notice. 

“ And first, | cannot but take notice, that 
I have, ever since my first coming: among 
these Indians, been favoured with that as- 
sistance, which to me is uncommon, in preach- 
ing Christ crucified, and making him the 
centre and mark to which all my discourses 
were directed. It was the principal scope of 
all my discourses for several months, (after 
having taught the people something of the 
being and perfections of God, his creation of 
man in a state of rectitude and happiness, and 
the obligations manxind were thence under 





* Is not this evidence that love is the strongest 
cord by which we can draw? 











to love and honour him,) to lead them into 
an acquaintance with their deplorable state by 
nature ; the utter insufficiency of any exter- 
nal reformation, or of any religious perform- 
ances to bring them into the favour of God ; 
and thence to show them their absolute need 


of Christ, to save them from the misery of 


their fallen state : to open his all sufficiency 
and willingness to save the chief of sinners: 
the freeness and richness of his grace, pro- 
posed without money, and without price ; and 
thereupon to press upon them, without delay, 


to betake themselves to him under a sense of 


their misery and undone state, for relief and 
everlasting salvation ; and to show them the 
abundant encouragement the gospel proposes 
to perishing helpless sinners so todo. And 
I have often remarked, that whatever subject 
I have been upon, after having spent time 
sufficient to explain the truths contained 
therein, I have been naturally and easily led 
to Christ as the subject of every one. If I 
treated on-the being and glorious perfections 
of God, I was thence naturally led to dis- 
course of Christ, as the only way to the Fa- 
ther. If I attempted to open the misery of 
our fallen state, it was natural from thence to 
show the necessity of Christ to undertake for 
us, to atone for our sins, and to redeem us 
from the power of them. If I taught the 
commands of God, and showed our violation 
of them, this brought me in the most easy 
way to speak of our Lord Jesus Christ, as 
one who had magnified the law we had bro- 
ken, and was become the end of it for right- 
eousness to every one that believeth. And 
never did I find so much freedom and assist- 
ance, in making all the lines of my discourses 


frequently done among these Indians. 


the wonderful encouragement, proposed in the 
gospel, to unworthy helpless sinners : to call, 
invite, and beseech them, to come and give 
up themselves to him, and be reconciled to 








recommend them to God. 


‘“ When these truths were felt at heart, 
there was no vice unrefofmed, no external 
duty neglected. Drunkenness, the darling 
vice, was broken off, and sgarce an instance 
of it known for months together. The prac- 
tice of husbands and wives, in putting away 
each other, and taking others in their stead, 
was quickly reformed. The same might be 
said of all other vicious practices. The re- 
formation was general, and a]l springing from 
the internal influence of divine truths upon 
their hearts; not because they had heard 
meet together, and centre in Christ, as I have| these vices particularly exposed, and repeated- 
ly spoken against. So that happy experience, 

“I have frequently been enabled to re-| as well as the word of God, and the example 
present the divine glory, the infinite precious-| of Christ and his apostles, have taught me, 
ness, and transcendent loveliness of the great that the preaching which is suited to awaken 
Redeemer ; the suitableness of his person|in mankind a lively apprehension of their 
and purchase, to supply the wants, and an-| depravity and misery, to excite them earnestly 
swer the utmost desires of immortal souls: to seek after a change of heart, and to fly for 
to open the infinite riches of his grace and| refuge to Christ, as the only hope set before 
them, is likely to be most successful toward 
the reformation of their external conduct.” 

He proceeds to state that very few of them 
had gone back, but most of them remained 
God through him: to expostulate with them} steadfast in the Christian faith, and the prac- 


respecting their neglect of one so infinitely | tice of Christian holiness. 


lovely, and freely offered; and this in such 


the most assiduous application: and I have 
often, at such seasons, been surprisingly help- 


ed, in adapting my discourses to the capacities | 


of my people, and bringing them down into 
such easy, vulgar, and familiar methods of ex- 
pression, as has rendered them intelligible 
even to the pagans.” 


“Secondly. It is worthy of remark, that) 


numbers of these people are brought to a 
strict compliance with the rules of morality 
and sobriety, and to a conscientious perform- 
ance of the external duties of Christianity, 


without their having them frequently incul- 


cated upon them, and the opposite vices par- 
ticularly exposed. 


But his missionary career*was short. ‘ Be- 
a manner, with such freedom, pertinency,| ing, through illness, obliged to discontinue 
pathos, and application to the conscience, as/his labours, he made a journey to New Eng- 
I never could have made myself master of, by| land, and spent his last days in the house of 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards,” who, in his testi- 
mony respecting him, says, “ I found him re- 
markably sociable, pleasant, and entertaining 
in his conversation ; yet solid, savoury, spi- 
ritual, and very profitable : appearing meek, 


modest, and humble, &c.”’ 


'a brother :— 





| bitant on earth, andsometimes earnestly 


‘God was pleased to give the grand gos- 
pel truths such a powerful influence upon 
their minds, that their lives were quickly re- 
formed, without my spending time in repeat- 
ing harangues upon external duties. There 
was, indeed, no room for any discourses, but 
those which respected the essentials of reli- 
gion, and the experimental knowledge of di- 
vine things, while there were so many en- 
quiring daily, not how they should regulate 
their external conduct, but how they should 
escape the wrath to come, obtain an effectual 
change of heart, get an interest in Christ, and 
come to the enjoyment of the eternal blessed- 
ness—so that my work was to lead them into a 
further view of their total depravity ; to show 
that there was no manner of goodness in 
them ; no good dispositions or desires ; no 
love to God, nor delight in his commands; 
but, on the contrary, hatred, enmity, and all 
manner of wickedness ; and, at the same time, 
to open to them the glorious remedy provided 
in Christ, for helpless perishing sinners, and 
offered freely to those who have no goodness 
of their own, no works of righteousness to 


The letters, sent to his near relatives and 
particular friends, are uncommonly solemn 
‘and impressive. The following extract is 


taken from the beginning of one addressed to) itself, it was usual for her to say : “ Let ys put our 

















to ‘depart, and to be with Christ.’ I bless 
God he has for some years given me an abid- 
ing conviction, that. it is impossible for any 
rational creature to enjoy true happiness with- 
out being entirely devoted to him. Under 
the influence of this conviction, I have in 
some measure acted. Oh, that [ had done 
more so! I saw both the excellency and 
necessity of holiness; but never in such a 
manner as now, when I am just brought to 
the side of the grave. Oh, my brother, pur- 
sue after holiness! press toward the blessed 
mark ; and let your thirsty soul continually 
say, ‘ I shall never be satisfied till I awake in 
thy. likeness.’ ” 

The nature of his maladies was such, as 
subjected him to very acute sufferings; yet 
his patience continued unexhausted—his 
hope unclouded. Many very striking and 
instructive expressions fell from his lips, 
which we cannot here repeat. ‘I as sincerely 
desire to love and glorify God as any angel 
in heaven. How infinitely sweet it is to love 
God, and be all forhim!”’ He ceased not to 
exhort his friends, and pour out his heart in 
fervent devotion, till October 6th, 1747, when 
his conflict ended. Thus died, in the thirtieth 
year of his age, the excellent and indefatiga- 
ble David Brainerd, after having been en- 
gaged four years in the arduous labour of a 
missionary of Christ. 

— 
(From the Annual Monitor.) 

Elizabeth Payne Higgins died at her uncle George 
Payne’s, Newberry, Berks, England, third month 
26th, 1832, aged nearly fifteen years. 

This dear child was remarkable from very early 
life, for a degree of > cg ae and reflection, far 
beyond her years. In the summer of 1830, the dis- 
ease of which she died, an enlargement of the heart, 
first assumed an alarming appearance; and in the 
1lth month following, she was attacked with vio- 
lent pain, which reduced her to extreme weakness ; 
and brought into daily exercise that contentment of 
disposition and patience under suffering, for which 
she was truly remarkable. 

She attended nearly all the sittings of the next 
yearly meeting, a privilege which she highly appre- 
ciated. Soon after returning, she relapsed; and in 
the 8th month, by endeavouring to dispense with the 
assistance she had usually received in dressing, she 
was greatly exhausted; and the powers of life ap. 
pearing very low, her medical attendant was seut for. 
Before he arrived, as she lay almost motionless, she 
gently whispered: “ Aunt Mary,I do think I shall 
die—My God, be merciful to me!” This was all 
she could pronounce ; but the sweet expression of 
her countenance bore satisfactory evidence of the 
mpoerment of her mind. 

he subsequently revived ; but continued for many 
weeks in a precarious and fluctuating state. In the 
11th month, she took an affectionate leave of a be- 
loved relative, expressing a belief that they should 
never meet again in this world. Towards the close 
of the year her health materially improved ; and this 
with little intermission continued until Ist of ist 
month, 1832, when she was again laid by with a re- 
turn of her old complaint, accompanied with a dis- 
tressing cough, and increased action of the chest. In 
this state of suffering she was exemplary for patience 
and resignation : although her debility was so great 
that she could not leave her bed for many weeks : 
and when any difficulty or disappointment presented 































































































































































trust in God.” 


“Tam now just on the verge of eternity, Once more she recovered sufficiently to be brought 
expecting very speedily to appear in the un- down stairs; and on the 29th of second month, hav- 
seen world. I feel myself no more an inha-| 


ing been very diligently employed in’ preparing a 
| present for a relation she dearly loved, before retirin 
long to rest she showed it to her aunt Ann with muc 
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THE FRIEND, 


innocent delight ; and her aunt observing that if she| very sweetly : “ Now lay me down, and I shall die.” 
continued so well, she would complete it before the| In a few moments she motioned her aunt to kiss her 
end of the week, she replied: “ Oh! my dear aunt,|—closed her eyes—breathed softly ; and, quiet as an 
it will not do for me to look forward to to-morrow.” | infant sinking to repose, her gentle spirit was re- 
And so it proved; for when that morrow dawned, | leased. 


she was unable to rise in her bed from pain and 
weakness, This was her last attack: the anticipa- 
tion of the solemn change which awaited her, now 


became familiar to her view. She often observed of 


any unfavourable symptom which appeared: “ No 
doubt it is all for the best ;” alluding to the prospect 
of death, with that calm composure, which indieated 
a firm reliance upon the unfailing mercy of her Re- 
deemer. After expressing her conviction that she 
had been under the especial protection of her hea- 
venly Father, during her long and painful illness, she 
added: “O! He has been very merciful unto me.” 

On the 11th of third month, her aunt returning to 
her after a short walk, she said: “O! my dear aunt, 
my heavenly Father bas indeed supported me this 
demmeehs for I have been so ill, I thought I was 
dying.” Her aunt expressing a wish that she was 
able to go out, she sweetly and very feelingly re- 
plied: “I do not think I shall ever go out again. It 
seems hard to part with all my dear relatives; but I 
am quite willing, and I hope we shall all meet where 
we can never be again separated.” 

Her aunt remarking upon the trial of giving up 
one so dear, and the necessity of resignation to the 
will of Him who is all gracious and merciful, she an- 
swered : “ He has been gracious and merciful to me, 
and has not afflicted me more than I have been able 
to bear; and itis my desire to be preserved in pa- 
tience.” Aftera little refreshment, her countenance 
being extremely sweet and expressive of what was 


For “ The Friend.” 
YEARLY MEETING. 
* Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact 
together, whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the 


Lord unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks 
unto the name of the Lord.” 


I have often admired the wisdom and ex- 
cellence of the plan upon which the meetings 
of our Society are organised ; the executive du- 
ties being principally lodged in the subor- 
dinate branches, the supervision in the quar- 
terly meetings, and the legislative and advisory 
power in the yearly meeting—which comprises 
the whole mass of members. ‘There is no 
feature of this arrangement more eminently 
calculated to invigorate the body, and render 
it as “a city that is compact together” than 
the assembling of all the members once a year 
to deliberate on subjects which affect the ge- 
neral welfare; and uniting them in harmonious 
concern for the promotion of the testimonies 
given us tobear. The extremities of the ani- 
mal body are the parts where the vital circu- 


passing within, she requested her aunt to read the| lation is the most languid and liable to be im- 


one hundred and third Psalm, of which she was par- 
ticularly fond. It was now more often than the day, 
her prayer, that her heavenly Father would still be 
gracious, and give her patience to the end. 

On sixth-day the 23d, after considerable suffering, 
her weakness and exhaustion seemed nearly insup- 
portable, when she very unexpectedly, and in a sweet 
and heavenly voice, prayed thus : “ Oh, my heavenly 
Father! have mercy upon me; and if it be thy holy 
will, take me to thyself.” After a pause she con- 
tinued : “ My God is indeed good to me; I feel such 
a sweet stillness. O, the mercies of God! I have 
trusted in thee, and have been comforted. I regret 
I have not read my blessed Bible more. It has been 
a blessed book to me; and, afler reading it, I have 
received consolation. I hope, if it is possible, that 
my brothers and sisters will be all taught to read it, 
and to put their trust in their heavenly Father; and 
he will be to them a guide and protector. I am too 
much exhausted to say more, but how delightful is 
the prospect of going to my heavenly Father! where 
I shall meet my dear grandfather and brother John, 
who are gone before me.” 

First-day, 25th, she prayed with a melodious voice 
in these words: “ O! my heavenly Father! do thou 
be with me, and guide me throu h the valley of the 
shadow of death! Blessed be thy holy name, my 
Saviour and Redeemer!” In the course of the day, 
her medical attendant remarked, that the medicine 
which had been so efficacious in relieving her hereto- 
fore, would not now have that effect ; in allusion to 
which she said: ** He can do nothing for me; we 
must put our trust inGod,” &c. In the evening her 
breathing became very troublesome; and at eight 
next morning, she seemed to be going very fast ; but 
reviving again and seeing her aunt weeping, she said, 
“ Don’t cry, my dear aunt, it will be a very happy 
release.” She was supported in her bed nearly the 
whole of the day, it being very evident that the pale 
messenger was nearat hand. She prayed often and 
fervently that her patience might be continued to 
her, although the difficulty of breathing was so try- 
ing to her weak frame, In the evening, she request- 
ed to be lifted up to perform some little duty, which 
appeared yery desirable to her; when her aunt said: 
“Oh, my dear child, it is impossible!” She replied: 
“No, my dear aunt! I can, I must try. I will pray 
to God to help me; and I am sure he will: for he 
has done so many times, when [ never expected to 
be raised again.” She was accordingly lifted up, 
and having performed what she wished, she said 


peded, and hence it is often necessary to im- 
part to them a portion of the heat which pre- 
vails more abundantly nearer the centre of 
the circulating system. Thus the small com- 
panies of Friends who meet in remote and se- 
cluded places, where they are seldom cheered 
by the company of their concerned brethren, 
stand most in need of the strength and en- 
couragement to be derived from the united ex- 
ercise and fellowship of the body. The effect 
of yearly meeting is to bring these distant 
members into the bosom of the church, to re- 
animate and warm them by the life and zeal 
which are often mercifully experienced on 
such occasions, to embody them in the travail 
of the church, and thus enable them to trans- 
mit down to the little meetings those enliven- 
ing sensations which are essential to the pre- 
servation of a sound and healthy action. Such, 
I trust, will be the happy effect of the solemnity 
which has just closed. 

The meeting this year was the largest held 
since the separation, and Friends with one 
accord appeared to feel that love for each 
other which casts out all fear, and removes 
every thing like jealousy or suspicion. The 
state of the constituent branches, as exhibited 
by the replies to the queries, and the report 
of a committee of men and women, appointed 
last year to visit them, produced much exer- 
cise, and elicited pertinent advice from con- 
cerned Friends. It resulted in issuing an 
epistle of counsel and encouragement to the 
members to incite them to a more faithful dis- 


charge of their duties, and the due support of| precious cause. 


our various testimonies. 

Much sympathy was felt for those who had 
not the privilege of sitting with us in the 
meeting, and whose lot was cast in lonely si- 
tuations ; with desires that they might be ani- 
mated by the recollection that, however remote, 
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were included in that precious feeling of bro- 
therly love and harmonious concern which was 
mercifully prevalent. Never before did the 
privilege of membership in the religious So- 
ciety of Iriends appear to me more precious 
—nor the obligations to walk worthy of that 
privilege, so as to be really a living member, 
more imperative. The sympathy, the prayers, 
and care, of our Society for its members, is 
indeed an inestimable favour—both in a tem- 
poral and spiritual sense, and approaches more 
nearly than perhaps any other community, to 
the state of intimate union and oneness of in- 
terest, which the apostle Paul so beautifully 
describes under the simile of a body with 
many members,—*‘ That there should be no. 
schism in the body, but that the members 
should have the same care one for another ; 
and whether one member suffer all the mem- 
bers suffer with it, or one member be honour- 
ed all the members rejoice with it.” 

The report of the committee who have the 
care of the boarding-school at West-town, ex- 
hibited a satisfactory account of the state of 
that seminary. ‘The average number of scho- 
lars, during the year, has been more than two 
hundred, and their progress in learning en- 
couraging. ‘The new building, on the girls’ 
side of the house, is finished and occupied, and 
affords extensive and convenient accommo- 
dations. The exemption of the institution 
from the cholera, during the period of its pre- 
valence throughout our country, was very 
justly noticed as a cause for gratitude to the 
beneficent Preserver of men. 

The advancement of our testimony against 
trading in, or using ardent spirits, otherwise 
than medicinally, or giving it to workmen in 
the employ of Friends, engaged the attention 
of the meeting, and a minute adapted to the 
occasion was transmitted to the constituent 
meetings. 

As the season for hay and harvest is ap- 
proaching, it is much to be desired that the 
earnest concern of the body may have the ef- 
fect to induce such members as may hereto- 
fore have handed it out to their labourers, en- 
tirely to desist from a practice’so demoralising 
—the effect of which must be to encourage 
the habit of intemperance, and strengthen an 
evil which is one of the most dreadful scourges 
of our country. 

A minute was also sent down, advising 
Friends against attending the meetings of the 
separatists at the time of marriages. 

Interesting and edifying epistles from our 
brethren in England and Ireland, and from 
the yearly meetings on this continent, (with 
the exception of two which did not come to 
hand in season,) were read among us, furnish- 
ing the consoling evidence, that wherever si- 
tuated we are still one people, united by the 
endearing ties of a common faith, and labour- 
ing to promote the advancement of the same 
Earnest desires were felt 
that amid all the trials and frailties which still 
attend us, in a collective or individual rela- 
tion, we might be enabled, through the abound- 
ing of that charity which “suffers long, and 
is kind,’ to witness an increase of the fel- 
lowship which our blessed Lord prayed might 


they still constituted a part of the body, and/ distinguish his followers, “ That they all may 
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be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 


thee—that they also may be one in us,” 

A great number of young and middle aged 
persons were in attendance, comprising by far 
the larger portion of the men’s and women’s 
meetings, and presenting an appearance o 
plainness in dress, which we have seldom be- 
fore witnessed. The deep interest they evinced 
in the concerns of the Society, and the solidity 
of their deportment, gave evidence that they 
were preparing fur future usefulness in the 
church, and afforded the animating hope that 
as the honourable fathers and mothers, who 
have stood as pillars in the Society, are trans- 
lated to the church triumphant, there will be 
sons and daughters preserved to fill up their 
places, and stand for the cause and testimony 
of truth in the earth. 

I think few Can have returned from this 
annual assembly without feeling thankful they 
were there, and that they possessed the pri- 
vilege of membership in a society whose prin- 
ciples and testimonies are so consonant with 
the pure precepts of genuine Christianity. Let 
this feeling then prompt us to increased cir- 
cumspection in all our conduct and conversa- 
tion; to renewed zeal and perseverance in 
every good work, that, through divine assist- 
ance, our practice may correspond with our 
profession, and the language of our lives as 
well as the invitation of our lips may be— 
**Come and have fellowship with us.”” ** Jeru- 
salem will then be builded as a city that is 
compact together, whither the tribes go up 
—the tribes of the Lord unto the testimony of 
Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord. Peace will be within her walls, and 
prosperity within her palaces.” 


SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS. 
Lesson XIV. 

Where did our Saviour go about the time of 
the Passover? John c. ii. v. 3. 

Why did he go to Jerusalem to celebrate 
that great feast? Deut. c. xvinv. 5 & 6. 

Whom did he find in the temple? John c. 
ii. v. 14. 

Why were the animals mentioned in this 
verse brought to the temple for sale? Lev. c. 
i. v. 2 & 14, 

What did our Saviour do on this occasion ? 
John c. ii. v. 15. 

What did he say to those who sold doves ? 
John c. ii. v. 16. 

Why did he call the temple his Father’s 
house? 1 Kings c. viii. v. 10& 11. 

What does the Apostle Paul say of the 
temple of God? 1 Cor. c. iii. v. 16 & 17. 

What passage of Scripture did the disciples 
remember on this occasion? John c. ii. v.17. 
Ps. c. Ixix. v. 9. 

Did the Jews require an evidence of his au- 
thority? John c. ii. v. 18. 

Had the Almighty condescended to give 
signs to his people in former times? Read 
Ex. c. iv. v. 1 to 9.—2 Kings c. i. v. 1 to 11. 
1 Kings c. xviii. v. 17 to 40—d&c. &e. 

What was our Saviour’s reply to the Jews ? 
John c. ii. v. 19. 

Of what did the Jews understand him to 
speak? John c. ii. v. 20. 








THE FRIEND. 


Of what did he speak? John c. ii. v. 21. 

Did the disciples remember these words after 
their Lord’s resurrection? John c. ii. vy. 22. 
What effect did they produce ? 


Communicated for ‘“‘ The Friend.” 
THE PENITENT’S PRAYER. 
Save, oh! save me from temptation, 
Thou, in whom my soul doth trust, 
I have longed for thy salvation, 
Yet am cleaving to the dust. 


Oft, thy righteous hand hath stricken, 
Oft thy mercy chas’d my pain, 
But, unless thy spirit quicken, 
All thy dealings are in vain. 


Oft returning and relenting, 
I have thought the contest o’er ; 
Then to sin and sense consenting, 
Sunk in sin and shame the more. 


Be thy precepts deep engraven 
In the tablet of my breast, 

Till I reach the peaceful haven, 
Where my soul from sin shail rest. 





OBITUARY. 

Isaac Smitu, of Hopewell monthly meeting, Vir- 
ginia, departed this life on the 17th of second month, 
after an illness of one week. The deceased had filled, 
for many years, the important station of a minister ; 
and many of those who sat under his ministry, think 
that in his case it may be truly said: “ He being 
dead yet speaketh.” Although but little acquainted 
with the difficulties which threatened the Society, yet, 
when the storm reached the meeting of which he 
was a member, he hesitated not to declare on whose 
side he was. With a zeal becoming the important 
occasion, he espoused the cause of Christian princi- 
ples, and openly acknowledged Christ Jesus the Lord. 


At the last meeting he attended, on the sixth of 


second month, although his lips were not opened in 
ministry, in the public meeting, yet there was an 
evidence of that precious sweetness which belongs to 
devotional exercise, and is communicated to the spi- 
ritually minded without the help of words. 

The eubject of slavery, and the oppressed condi- 
tion of the blacks, had long been a concern of deep 
interest to him: in this righteous cause, as far as 
way opened, he laboured with a fervency that de- 
served success. 

During the first few days of his last illness, he 
uttered many weighty sayings, which, not having 
been committed to paper, cannot now be recollected. 
To some friends who called to see him, he expressed 
that he was ready to die; and spoke of his tabernacle 
of clay being under great suffering ; but added, that 
he had deeply examined into the situation of his 
mind, and all was well; that bis soul was at peace, 
and would be received into rest. He was in the 
eightieth year of his age; and having fought the 
good fight, kept the faith, and finished his course, we 
have a well-grounded hope that he has received the 
blessing of the righteous: “ Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord; they rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow them.” 





The Female Branch of the Auxiliary Bible 
Association of Friends in Philadelphia quar- 
terlyjmeeting, will meet in the committee room 
of Mulberry street meeting house, on sixth 
day afternoon, the 3d of next month, at 4 
o’clock. 


The Male Branch of the Auxiliary will meet 
in the committee room, on Mulberry street, 
on second day the 6th of next month, at 8 
o’clock in the evening. 

JoserH WarrineTon, Secr’y. 


THE FRIEND 
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The report of the managers of the Bible 
Association in to-day’s paper, will we hope at- 
tract the attention which its subject so much 
deserves. There is one part of the transactions 
of the managers which has been somewhat 
misunderstood abroad, that it sets in its true 
light. We allude to the building of the De- 
positary in Fourth street, which has been re- 
garded by many Friends as an extravagant 
expenditure of money on the part of an insti- 
tution already in debt. It now appears that 
the managers have contracted no debts and 
incur no risk whatever, but that a public 
spirited individual has bought the lot and had 
the house built at his own expense and risk, 
and that the managers lease it of him for seven 
years, with the privilege of purchasing it at 
the expiration of that time if they should then 
have the means. The report itself shows the 
favourable nature of this lease, and the great 
probability that the Association will be enabled 
to become the proprietors of this increasingly 
valuable estate. ' 


The residue of the extracts marked for insertion 
from the “ Appeal on the Accumulation of Wealth” 
&c. is given today. Whether the writer be a mem- 
ber of our religious Society or not, does not appear 
from the context; in either case, however, his’stric- 
tures may serve as a mirror in which we may see 
ourselves as others see us, and although designed to 
apply to Friends in England, many of the remarks 
are not altogether inappropriate to the condition of 
things among ourselves. It may be said, it is true, 
that instances of great wealth, such at least as would 
be so considered in Europe, do not abound among 
Friends in this country; nevertheless, there is great 
need of caution against the inordinate pursuit of 
riches; the words, “seekest thou great things for 
thyself—seek them not,” possess much force and per- 
tinency in reference to Quakerism here or elsewhere ; 
again, “ he that maketh haste to be rich, shall not be 
innocent ;” and the young and inexperienced cannot 
be too often or too emphatically reminded, that the 
Christian virtues thrive best,—are most secure ‘from 


the ones of blight, within the circumscribed pre- 
cincts of an humble competency, 


A meeting of the “ Haverford School Asso- 
ciation” will be held on second day the 13th 
of 5th month next at 3 o’clock P. M. in the 
committee room of Friends’ meeting house on 
Arch street. ' 


Henry Cops, Sec’ry. 
Philad. 4 mo. 26, 1833. 


The annual meeting of Friends’ “ Central 
School Association” will be held on second 
day, the 13th of fifth month next, at 3 o’clock 
P. M., in the committee room, Arch street. 

Grorce Stewarpson, Sec’ry. 
Philad. 4 mo. 26, 1833. 


— 








Diep, on the morning of the 12th instant, after a 
few hours’ illness, in the fortieth year of her age, 
Eizazern, wife of James Large, of this city, and 
daughter of the late Thomas Poultney, of Baltimore, 
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